
Class 3: How do we respond to conflicting interpretations and understandings of the Bible? 

 

1. Review:  

a. The “Blueprint”, The Grand Narrative; so important in  

i. how I relate to God 

ii. how I read the Bible 

iii. and how I communicate the message 

 

b. A helpful question to lead us toward the Grand Narrative: Why does this (belief, this 

practice, this theology, this doctrine, this conviction) matter?  

 

c. Why does it matter if I am “saved”, if I am “healed”, if I am “holy”, if I am a “moral” person? 

Why does it matter if I see God as “good” or God as “angry”? Why does it matter how I 

view the Bible, its inspiration, its authority? 

 

d. The answer to these questions is our version of the Grand Narrative. And our version of the 

GN is the framework of our living and our message. 

 

e. Why does it matter? The answer must begin with God. Not with me. 

 

Everything God does is to create fellowship, communion and partnership with the people he loves; and to 

abide, live, dwell with those people in complete shalom (peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, 

prosperity, welfare and tranquility) 

 

 

Class 3: Why do we have such a variety of conflicting teachings coming from the Bible?  

 

2. And, does it matter? Do we need to resign ourselves to this and consider it normal?  

 

3. Philippians 2: The apostles began to see the challenges that would face the church; that it’s hard 

work to stay on the rails; that some would try to create divisions 

 

4.  “The Bible is a plain, simple, understandable message that anyone can follow.” “Everyone should 

have a Bible and study it, meditate on it, and obey it.” 

 

5. Are we facing a crisis? Do we encourage and celebrate the individual’s freedom to design a 

personal version of what the Bible is all about? 

a. We may admire and follow leaders who start new movements 

b. We may admire and follow leaders who ridicule orthodoxy and tradition 

c. We may admire and follow leaders who distance themselves from other leaders who have 

done the same thing 

 



6. Responding to the crisis:  

a. May compare to making changes in the economy; or making a difference in climate change 

 

b. The factors are complex, and it seems hard for individuals to know how to make a 

difference. Can we actually do something about it? 

 

7. What happened to the role of the church in all of this? Have we lost sight of a Church with a role in 

keeping us “on the rails”? 

 

a. I have a ball, a bat, and a glove. I can play baseball all by myself.  

 

b. Do I need an historical and authoritative version of the Church? Does orthodoxy matter? 

 

c. Our experiences affect our choices much more than do our beliefs. So we relate to the 

church out of our negative and positive experiences, and don’t think so much about what 

the ideals are. 

 

8. On conflicting understandings of the Bible: we find it hard to appreciate the value of mystery and 

paradox in our pursuit of defining Christianity. 

 

a. John Calvin: “Where God has closed his holy mouth, we ought not to open ours.” 

 

9. What can we do? How can we make a difference? Should we? 

a. We can renew our appreciation for the ancient Creeds, such as the Nicene Creed 

 

b. We deeply own the problem of individualism, and stop demanding that we are given our 

freedom to develop our own version of Christianity. 

 

c. When it comes to our methods of choosing a biblical theological system:  

i. Stop shopping around  

ii. Stop focusing on the details of the system, and start with the methodology. If the 

method is wrong, the outcome will be weak or flawed. 

 

d. We can pray and inspire others to participate in regional (or larger) councils for sticking to 

an orthodox faith, and responding to cultural and theological pressures. 

 

 

 


