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1. Introduction: Why does it matter how we use, or don’t use, the Bible? 

 

2. Three things that can radically change my reading of Scripture: 

a. Making sure that I have a defensible idea of Scriptural inspiration and revelation 

b. Making sure that I have an accurate grasp of the Grand Plan: What for? And where to? 

c. Improving my skills in reading ancient literature, and in meditation 

3. Group Work: On what basis do you trust the Bible as we have it today? 

 

4. “I have found the Scriptures to be a bottomless source of wisdom, beauty, inspiration, and 

challenge…Many people in our culture view the Bible as an ancient, irrelevant, even oppressive 

book, but the problem lies mainly with us. We’ve simply lost the ability to read a piece of 

literature as sophisticated and profound as the Bible, not to mention one that comes from an 

ancient culture and was written in other languages.” NTW 

 

5. Difficulties we must accept: 

a. It’s ancient literature, written in another time and another language. Imagine wise King 

Solomon, learning to read English, and reading this paragraph from 2018: 

 “Two wireless bridges may be used to connect two wired networks over a 

wireless link, useful in situations where a wired connection may be unavailable, 

such as between two separate homes or for devices which do not have wireless 

networking capability (but have wired networking capability)…” 

b. The literary genres change all the time 

c. We have our biases and assumptions; we tell ourselves the real story, then go read to 

see if any of it fits my story 

d. The protestant reformation began a movement toward individual interpretations 

e. The belief systems we create demand that we stay loyal to those systems 

f. We seem to tell people that they should just read the Bible and go with whatever it says 

to them 

g. The effects of Gnosticism and other early texts; the revival of the idea that there are 

earlier texts which the church hid from use, and that Thomas and others predate the 

first three gospels. Included is the idea that anything new is going to be an improvement 

over what people thought they knew. 



6. Useful phrase: Cognitive dissonance: am I ready for that? 

a. We have to balance the idea that Christian tradition got some things right, and some 

things wrong. This brings up the problem of “cognitive dissonance.” If I’m wrong, do I 

want to know it?  

b. This is why Luther and others persecuted Copernicus and Galileo. This is why Tyndale 

was burned at the stake for translating the Bible into English.  

7. (Group work): In 15 words or less, create your best billboard statement about the Bible  

8. The best metaphor? A blueprint of a grand plan; by an architect, for a specific outcome 

a. The blueprint is not the object of God’s work; his plan is the object of his energy 

b. The first page is very important 

c. There are multiple layers for a reason 

d. It’s not created to be studied, but it should be studied 

e. There are details that really matter; but they aren’t usually explained 

f. The details are distractions if we don’t operate from the big picture 

9. What does inspiration mean in the case of the Bible? Where did the Bible actually come from? 

Each theory of inspiration has something to take seriously. 

a. The Human-Divine tension: How much human action was involved? 

b. Acts 15: A great lesson in how God partners with people to reveal his will. Lots of debate 

and expression of opinion; then, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…” 

c. The slippery slope we imagine: If we allow for human input, we have to acknowledge 

the possibility of error; then we have no authority, no basis. Is that true?  

d. Is the Bible direct revelation from God?  

i. Or, did he reveal himself apart from text, in action, in personal encounters? 

Adam, Abram, Moses, Jesus, the Acts of the Apostles  

ii. The content of revelation is not information or data: but it is God himself; it is 

self-revelation, self-disclosure, not revelation about things or ideas 

iii. Scripture is a witness and a response to God’s self-revelation 

iv. People write about the meaning of that revelation 

v. People write about the implications of that revelation of God 

e. Do we have to say things that are illogical and unsupportable in order to give the Bible 

authority?  

i. Do we have to argue that the original manuscripts were without error? It’s an 

argument that doesn’t mean anything, because we can’t verify that. And why 

didn’t God continue that inerrant process in the copying? 



ii. If inerrancy is only in the original autographs, then we do not have the truth 

f. The Bible actually came in innumerable pieces and over great amounts of time. There 

were contributors whom we don’t know anything about. The writers often borrowed 

from other sources. Were those other sources inspired in the same way? 

For further reading: 

 

Revelation and Inspiration of Scripture http://www.crivoice.org/revins.html 


